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P J Kool - Culture, Cancer & Cloth: 
Melbourne photographic artist Pam Kleemann-Passi celebrates the Congolese culture of her 

late husband, the musician Passi Jo, a direct descendent of the Balari Troubadours of 

Bacongo, Republic of Congo. Passi Jo migrated to Australia in the 1990s and was known 

globally for his joyful, uplifting music and dance as well as his colourful style. He is proudly 

dressed in pyjamas 'La Sape' style, in the hospital setting while he was living with cancer. 

Kleemann had adopted his culture through marriage, and in this tender and humorous 

portrayal, she endorses his culture as she honours his life and their relationship. 

	

	


